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Who are Scotland’s farmers and crofters?:

They are the managers of over 70% of Scotland’s land
area.

As such they have a key role to play:
- In maintaining food production

- In managing the wide variety of habitats and wildlife
species occurring on that agricultural land

- In providing a wide range of other public benefits to
society
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Land Capability for Agriculture in Scotland
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved, 2016 , =]
Land Capability for Agriculture copyright and database right _ & P 4
The James Hutton Institute (2016). Used with the permission -
of The James Hutton Institute. All rights reserved. SR,
Any public sector information in these data is licensed under ‘

the Open Government Licence v2.0 ="

e

‘ ©2014 Scattish Environment Protection Agency. Some features
of this map are based on digital spatial data licenced from the
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, © CEH. Includes material
based upon Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of H.M.
S RUC Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright. Licence number 100016991

Map produced by Steven Thomso
SRUC (201€



https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-environment/state-of-the-environment/ecosystem-health-indicators/condition-indicators/indicator-6-freshwater/
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©2014 Scattish Environment Protection y. Some features
of this map are based on digtal spatial data licenced from the
Cantre for Ecology and Hydrology, © CEM. Includes material
based upon Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of .M.
Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright. Licence number 100016991
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Wider countryside: peatlands *e*

: SRUC
. :H\‘r 3.7 l HZ oot ek Hactigs
Scotland':p:eatland - definitions & .
information resources
g Extent in uplands stable but
2
some decreases in plant species
NE
richness and many emitting
‘ rather than sequestering carbon
Tk,
.| | Table 8. Couniryside Survey data for Scoffand, showing Broad Habitat extent. (Extract form
Countryside Survey — Scoffand resulfs from 2007- chapter 7)
i Direction of
1990 1998 2007 significant
Area Area Area trends
{‘000s ha) (*000s ha)  (*000s ha) 1998-2007
et i BH - Fens, marsh and
2 B swamp
Tia NU Total Scotland 289 261 238
5 EZ4 (Lowlands) 58 T2 71 MO
P B EZ5{ Intermediate Uplands 151 1009 95 SIGHIFICANT
¥ ) % and Islands) CHANGE
Iy EZE (true Upland) 80 80 72
Legend > ‘\\ = L
Combined depth of peat (cm) - i *’ 2 BEH - Bog
No peat recorded ‘ Total Scotland 1,922 2,039 2,044
Peat <50 cm h EZ4 (Lowlands) 158 160 156 DECREASING
I Peat 50 cm to 100 em 0 |20 40 80 ‘ EZ5{ Intermediate Uplands 832 872 890
B Peat> 100cm i and Islands)
© Scottish Natural Heritage © The James Hutton Institute EZ6 (true Upland) 932 1,006 998
Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved 10017908 2014




Wider countryside: native woodlands (ws 2014
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Woodland distribution

@ Native woodland
® Other woodland

© Crown copyright and database right 2014.
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100021242.
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https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-environment/state-of-the-environment/ecosystem-health-indicators/condition-indicators/indicator-3-forests/

What future for woodland and

forest;y In Scotland?
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Pressures on farmland biodiversity:

British moths have crashed in numbers over
past 40 vears as part of widespread decline
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Range of public goods which farming has e
arolein providing: N

Protecting - . | S R.U C

carbon Reducing increasing
stocks in soil flood risk
& vegetation
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Maintaining
cafe access

routes for hill cuture
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Preventing
and
controlling
wildfires




Example - Forest Carbon

Forest Carbon is the leading developer of woodland creation
projects for the UK voluntary carbon market.

Since 2006 we have been planting forests:

= Inthe UK
= Of all shapes and sizes
= Funded by the sale of certified carbon credits 9 G
= Trees sequester carbon & provide wide ranging co-benefits / (o)
= That are quality assured under the government's Woodland o) {6 © %
Carbon Code 1
o
We also: ® 0000
= Developed the UK's first (and only) carbon peatland %0 o7
restoration project ?@
= Are active in developing a new peatland carbon market and
guality assurance standard
= Developed Ireland’s first ever forest carbon projects, on George Hepburne Scott
behalf of Microsoft , in partnership with Natural Capital Business Development Manager
Partners Forest Carbon

georgehs@forestcarbon.co.uk

www.forestcarbon.co.uk


mailto:georgehs@forestcarbon.co.uk
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Rewarding the delivery of public benefits?  ®¢®
SRUC

\‘s e ja,
Outcome/Results

based approaches?

Historic agri-environment
prescriptive approaches?

Continuing general support for farmers?

Combination of all three above?

Need to be cost-effective and transparent



* @

2
SRUC

Acknowledgements

SRUC receives research funding from the Rural & Environment Science & Analytical
Services Division of the Scottish Government through their 2011-2016 and 2016-
2021 Strategic Research Programmes

Additional funders of research from 2016 onwards include:
 The European Commission’s H2020 Research & Innovation Programme

* Defra under the ERA-NET SusAn (Sustainable Animal Production) Programme

 Global Food Security’s ‘Resilience of the UK Food System Programme’, with
support from BBSRC, ESRC, NERC and Scottish Government.




| Innovatlon Doing Things Differently

Precision Agriculture  o&f CENS]
and the q EI\SIS orgSuk S

Internet of Things (IoT)

== -— g ==
st ﬁ\?’ ?.
Engineering o
& Technology
. 3
o 2 = 3
£ O -
23 ® 0
O
20 oS
N o _ : ()
Biological

Sciences

Developing the
Young Workforce




